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 Gillinghams gave notice in January 2024 and vacated September 2024

« Crowdfunder and their associates in occupation
e« December 2023 - major flood

e Other Building challenges:

- Increasing costs especially utilities
- internet
- climate change;

e Activities in LSi



Community engagement at the LSi

Community access to the LSi was a
fundamental principle behind the
restoration of the historic Georgian
Grade II* listed building, and the top
priority of the BADT team behind the
project as well as all the stakeholders
without whose support the plan would
not have succeeded. We are pleased
that individuals and groups continue to
use the unique facilities offered by this
Bridport landmark. Here is an overview
of the activities hosted at the LSi,
which maintain it as a vibrant hub at
the heart of the town.




LSi users 2024

There are 13 members renting

permanent desks at the LSi, with three
larger users supported by a range of small
businesses and individuals:

Leading tech company Crowdfunder has
six employees operating from the building,
with other team members visiting frequently.
Over £100,000 has been raised for local
projects within DT6 and surrounding areas
from crowdfunding projects since October
2023. This year it has hosted one work
experience student from The Sir John
Colfox Academy, Bridport. >




Why was the

LSi built?

The Bank of Dreams and Nightmares is a
creative writing charity for young people. It has
three employees, 40-50 volunteers at training
sessions, and 70-75 workshop participants. It has
hosted two Sir John Colfox Academy work
experience students.

The Justice League is a Community Interest
Company that engages with young people to
provide hands-on experience in the field of human
rights. It has hosted a total of 12 university
students for work experience this year, plus
secondary school students from Beaminster (3),
Bridport (6), Lyme Regis (4) and Dorchester (2),
plus three from Axminster and Exeter. Over the
summer the League, founded by human rights
lawyer Clive Stafford Smith, hosted 35 students
(33 university and 2 secondary). In terms of
outreach the programme has involved Beaminster
School, The Sir John Colfox Academy, The
Woodroffe School, The Thomas Hardye School
and Reach Academy Exeter.



LSi open day celebrates Dorset
Architectural Heritage Week 2024

The LSi is an architectural highlight that began life almost
200 years ago as a Mechanics’ Institute, part of a
movement to provide practical education for working men.
Its public opening in September, attracted a stream of
visitors who were enthusiastic about the restoration of the
building and impressed by the charitable-commercial
collaboration designed by Bridport Area Development Trust
to secure its future.

Dorset Architectural Heritage Week has run for more than
30 years. Organised during that time by East Dorset
Heritage Trust, it now operates under the auspices of
Heritage Open Days, a countrywide event run by the
National Trust. It is a celebration of the historic and
contemporary architecture of Dorset. All Architectural
Heritage Week events are free and run by volunteers.

MR. BUCKINGHAM

SIX Pii"i'ﬁr,Alt LECTURES,

Egypt, Palestlne, Mesopotamla,
Babylonia, & Assyria,

WILL DESCRIRE THE O r

LECTURE, noom 0F THE MF‘CHAVICS lVSTlI‘UTION,

MIOET, 1035

-—\l.cl elin uc {s—Kuuadiion—Climato & Producti

%,ihm_u Pynrmds—-'l‘h !(-n—M emnon-"Tombs of the Pharaohs.
Rir: rer don=Tiberins & the Dead Sex

wunspAY, 10ib—Egypte-tle e Nile,
1A%, - 20th—Alexandri —Cﬂwp

T
Fr ]
MoNDAY, - 23rd.—Palestine—Lebon: n—He\‘umu——lcbn\—C.
T
T

- 241 —Gaza_Joppa—Cesaran=Tyra &S Nuzarsth—BathlchameJ feney—tioomb of Ohrist. |
Tagaspse, ibModbehaa i ~ Gifend—tie Dacupolis—tio Lad of U Pelmyre.
FRripiy, y = 27t —M P ia—Ur of the Ch Rui ; of Nin h& 4 Remoins of the Tower of Bnbcl.

Singlo Lactur —v tkm ) 20, ﬂd—):adu 25— Vouths wnder Fiftoon, 11, 0d.
ON 1'0 THE DM: BEATS, ONR SHILLING,

To the Original Subscribera 1o the whole Course, whos: nnumyb enterod on the Lists now at the Booksollers, in
ﬂ dpoﬂbrmnl nday, the 16th of Novembei Tkur%nh SIX Loctures will be supplied ot the fll mngmd cod
tes.—Gentamer 104, 8 —Tudies, 7. Gd—Youthy, 5e, taftor that doto the prios will bs—Gen , 185, Cd.—
ladu lOl—Y ths, 7s. Od.
FEuch Leetare will commence at half-past Seven o'clock 10 & minuto and conclude about Nine,

Fitace, Priaer, | Tidgen




Facilities available
for hire at the LSi

There are hot desks in the friendly atmosphere
of the The Hub above the Courtyard, and more
offering flexible co-working for up to four people
in the Courtyard itself, a workplace that allows
users to connect with others. The meeting room
is ideal for training, gatherings, presentations or
creative brainstorming sessions.

Bookings in the year to date 2024

Arguably a unique space, the courtyard is

suitable for talks, performances, pop-up Facility Bookings
events and more. The adjacent podcast and Hot Desks 088
editing suite offers basic editing and podcast Meeting Room 86
facilities. The fully equipped kitchen is available

for hire. Courtyard 65

Podcast Room 2



Wide range of regular and one-off events

Women Together in Business and social media content provider extraordinaire Joey Clarkson held a
networking session for an incredible community of women who are excelling in their businesses.

Battens Solicitors celebrated the first birthday of their office with a networking party in our courtyard, inviting
local businesses to join them and remember their beginnings at their drop-in clinics at the LSi.

Crowdfunder Drop-in Sessions help communities and businesses get their ideas funded.

Networking breakfast and lunch sessions have connected local makers, creators, innovators and
change makers while enjoying good local food.

The Bridport Prize hosted an inspiring evening for authors at every stage of their careers.

The Europe-wide Herewear research project explored the future of textile production through workshops
and talks, in collaboration with Sustainable Bridport and Bridport Fashion Revolution.

Local wellbeing coach Sheera King held her first workshop.

Crowdfunder is now in its fourth year managing the community facilities. In 2023/24, they welcomed nearly 1,000
new users and hosted over 400 bookings for the meeting room and courtyard.



